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HISTORICAL ACTIVITIES IN THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI 
NORTHWEST, 1916-1917 

The region included in the following survey of historical ac- 
tivities for the year ending October 1, 1917, is the same as that 
covered in previous surveys. There has been a noticeable cur- 
tailment in the total product of historical writing and in the 
scope of the activities of historical agencies in this region during 
the last few months. The war is no doubt responsible for this 
falling off. The increased cost of all the materials for printing 
has made necessary some retrenchment on the part of historical 
societies ; and the keen interest in current events of world im- 
portance has tended to crowd out the printing of articles on local 
and regional history in general publications. 

PROGBESS AND ACTIVITIES OF HISTOEICAL SOCIETIES 

The Minnesota historical society hopes soon to be fully in- 
stalled in its handsome new building. The annual support of 
the society was increased from twenty thousand to twenty-five 
thousand dollars by an act of the last legislature. 

Two new members of the executive council of the society were 
chosen at the stated meeting on October 9, 1916, namely, Mr. 
William W. Cutler and Mr. Victor Robertson, who were selected 
to fill the vacancies caused by the deaths of James J. Hill and 
Edward C. Stringer. About the same time Mr. Franklin F. 
Holbrook was appointed field agent for the society, — an ap- 
pointment which marks a new development in the work of the 
institution. It is the plan that Mr. Holbrook will ultimately 
visit each county in the state for the purpose of investigating 
the county and other local archives, and of searching for mate- 
rials of historical value in the possession of the citizens of the 
community. It will also be his purpose to acquaint the people 
with the work of the society and enlist their assistance in pro- 
moting the cause of state and local history. 

The membership roll of the Minnesota historical society on 
December 31, 1916, contained the names of 509 persons, which is 
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a very material gain over the number for the corresponding 
date one year earlier. Moreover, at each meeting of the execu- 
tive council during the past nine months there have been many 
additions to the membership roll. The library on December 31, 
1916, contained 81,239 accessions, in addition to about 43,000 
unaccessioned items, mostly pamphlets. It is a source of grat- 
ification to those in charge of the society that the library is being 
used more and more by investigators engaged in serious re- 
search work. 

At the stated meeting of the executive council on December 
11 memorial addresses in honor of Major Eeturn I. Holcombe 
and Captain Henry A. Castle were delivered by Mr. Warren 
Upham and Mr. Gideon S. Ives, respectively; and a paper on 
"Banking in Minnesota in the territorial period" was read by 
Mr. Sydney A. Patchin. The annual meeting was held on Jan- 
uary 15, at which time Mr. Joseph G. Pyle delivered a memorial 
address in honor of the late James J. Hill. A report on his 
work as field agent was presented by Mr. Franklin F. Holbrook 
at the stated meeting on April 9. 

By an act of the last general assembly the permanent annual 
support of the state historical society of Iowa was increased 
four thousand dollars, making a total of twenty-four thousand 
dollars. This increase, like that of the Minnesota society, will 
be fully absorbed in meeting the increased prices of materials, 
and will not, for the present at least, make possible any impor- 
tant enlargements in the activities of the society. 

Mr. John E. Briggs has become a permanent member of the 
staff of the state historical society of Iowa. He is at present 
engaged in the preparation of a biography of the late Congress- 
man William P. Hepburn. During the past summer Mr. Louis 
B. Schmidt of the Iowa state college of agriculture and mechanic 
arts at Ames and Mr. Thomas Teakle of Des Moines spent some 
time at Iowa City pursuing research under the direction of the 
society. The former is preparing a history of agriculture in 
Iowa, while the latter has completed a volume dealing with the 
Spirit Lake massacre. Mr. C. R. Aurner has completed his six 
volume history of education in Iowa and has prepared several 
short articles on subjects in educational history. The researches 
of the society during the past few months, partly by accident 
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and partly by design, have been largely directed along the line 
of the military history of the state. 

In January, in response to the request made in a joint resolu- 
tion of the general assembly, the superintendent of the society, 
Mr. Benjamin F. Shambaugh, with the assistance of members 
of the research staff, prepared and directed the publication of 
a manual of legislative procedure for the use of the members 
of the state legislature. The society has furnished data to the 
Iowa branch office of the United press association for use in 
preparing short articles on Iowa history which are supplied to 
certain newspapers of the state. 

No important changes or developments have occurred in the 
work of the historical department of Iowa at Des Moines. Last 
fall Curator Edgar R. Harlan cooperated with the town plan- 
ning committee of Des Moines in choosing suitable names with 
a local historical significance for the new driveways in the pro- 
posed boulevard system for the city. He also gave much atten- 
tion to the plans for the historical film production entitled "The 
wild rose of Iowa." During the past summer he has been very 
active in behalf of the marking of historic sites, including the 
marking of the Mormon trail across the state. 

At the annual meeting of the state historical society of Mis- 
souri in December, 1916, Mr. "Walter B. Stevens of St. Louis 
was elected president. The society is planning a meeting on 
January 8, 1918, to commemorate the presentation to congress 
of Missouri's first petition for statehood. 

No changes in the organization or scope of activities of the 
Missouri historical society at St. Louis have occurred during 
the past year. 

At its last session the legislature of Kansas increased the 
appropriation for the contingent expenses of the Kansas state 
historical society five hundred dollars and increased the book 
fund three hundred dollars. The society is preparing the four- 
teenth volume of its Collections for publication at an early date. 

Mr. Addison E. Sheldon was elected secretary and superin- 
tendent of the Nebraska state historical society at the annual 
meeting held on January 11, 1917, and Mr. Samuel C. Bassett 
was chosen president. At this meeting the principal address 
was one by General Nelson A. Miles. The society has taken 
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steps to secure photographs of all the Nebraska soldiers in the 
present war. 

The biennial meeting of the department of history of South 
Dakota was held on January 23, 1917, at which time the prin- 
cipal speaker was Mr. Abraham L. Van Osdel, who spoke on 
the subject of "Aboriginal highways in South Dakota." The 
department has begun the development of a genealogical library. 

A movement is on foot in Montana to reorganize the state his- 
torical society which has been practically inactive for several 
years. Furthermore, the chancellor of the university has ap- 
pointed a "University commission on Montana history" con- 
sisting of F. H. Grarver, chairman, A. L. Stone, M. L. Wilson, 
H. H. Swain, and P. 0. Phillips. The main object of the com- 
mission is to publish a quarterly series of monographs relative 
to the history of the state, the first number of which it is hoped 
will appear in January, 1918. 

PUBLICATIONS OP HISTORICAL SOCIETIES 

The publications of historical societies in this region issued 
during the past year may be listed in a comparatively short 
space. The activities of the Minnesota historical society along 
this line have been confined to the quarterly periodical known 
as the Minnesota history bulletin. In the pages of this publica- 
tion there have appeared the following articles : ' ' Recollections 
of Minnesota experiences," by Theodore E. Potter; "Captain 
Henry A. Castle," by Gideon S. Ives; "Return Ira Holcombe," 
by Warren Upham; "The Monroe doctrine and the war," by 
Carl Becker; and "Some possibilities of historical field work," 
by Franklin F. Holbrook. In addition, the February number 
contains the following notes and documents : a brief sketch of the 
life of Michelle Dufault, by Theodore H. Beaulieu; a lawyer's 
view of the Kensington rune stone, presented in a letter from 
Charles C. Willson; a letter discussing relations with western 
Canada ; and some data relative to the genesis of the republican 
party in Minnesota. A supplement to the February number of 
the Bulletin contains the Nineteenth annual report of the society 
for the years 1915 and 1916. 

Further progress is reported by the Minnesota historical so- 
ciety in the compilation of a work on "Minnesota geographic 
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names," by Warren Upham; while a three volume work on the 
history of Minnesota, by William W. Folwell, is nearing com- 
pletion. 

In December, 1916, the state historical society of Iowa issued 
a volume on Statute law-making in Iowa (xviii, 718 p.), edited 
by Benjamin F. Shambaugh. 1 As was the case with the preced- 
ing volumes in the same series, the book is the joint work of sev- 
eral authors, the various papers being: "History and organiza- 
tion of the legislature in Iowa, ' ' by John E. Briggs ; ' ' Law-making 
powers of the legislature in Iowa, ' ' by Benjamin F. Shambaugh ; 
"Methods of statute law-making in Iowa," by 0. K. Patton; 
' ' Form and language of statutes in Iowa, ' ' by Jacob Van der Zee ; 
"Codification of statute law in Iowa," by Dan E. Clark; "Inter- 
pretation and construction of statutes in Iowa, " by 0. K. Patton ; 
"The drafting of statutes," by Jacob Van der Zee; "The com- 
mittee system," by Frank E. Horack; and "Some abuses con- 
nected with statute law-making," by Ivan L. Pollock. In Octo- 
ber, 1917, the society distributed a biography, written by Dan E. 
Clark, of Samuel Jordan Kirkwood (xiv, 464 p.), governor of 
Iowa during the civil war and later United States senator and 
secretary of the interior. 

The quarterly publication of the society, known as the Iowa 
journal of history and politics, has contained the following ar- 
ticles during the past year: "The opening of the Des Moines 
valley to settlement," by Jacob Van der Zee; "Indian agents in 
Iowa: agents at the Winnebago, Council Bluffs, St. Peter's, and 
Tama agencies," by Ruth A. Gallaher; "Special legislation in 
Iowa," by Ivan L. Pollock; "Recent liquor legislation in Iowa," 
by Dan E. Clark; "History of the Congregational church of Iowa 
City, ' ' by Joseph S. Heffner ; ' ' The executive veto in Iowa, ' ' by 
Jacob A. Swisher; "History and constitution of the Icarian com- 
munity," translated by Thomas Teakle ; "The enlistment of Iowa 
troops during the civil war, ' ' by John E. Briggs ; ' ' The military- 
Indian frontier, 1830-1835," by Ruth A. Gallaher; "Council 
with the Sac and Fox Indians in 1840, " " The Iowa loan of 1861, ' ' 
by Ivan L. Pollock; and "The legislation of the thirty-seventh 
general assembly of Iowa," by Frank E. Horack. 

During the summer the state historical society of Iowa began 

i Eeviewed ante, 4 : 266. 
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the publication of a series of small pamphlets which will be con- 
tinued indefinitely, under the title of Iowa and war. Since these 
pamphlets are in no sense a monographic series, bibliographical 
data and academical citation of sources are omitted. Their con- 
tents are none the less based upon critical studies and reliable 
sources of information. The first four pamphlets in this series 
are: Old Fort Snelling, by Marcus L. Hansen; Enlistments 
from Iowa during the civil war, by John E. Briggs; The Iowa 
civil war loan, by Ivan L. Pollock; and Equipment of the Iowa 
troops in the civil war, by Cyril B. TJpham. 

The society now has in press a volume on Marches of the dra- 
goons in the Mississippi valley, by Louis Pelzer, being an account 
of the marches and activities of the first United States dragoons 
between 1833 and 1850; and a volume on Old Fort Snelling, by 
Marcus L. Hansen, including a discussion of the relation of the 
fort to the early development of the northwest. 

The only publication issued by the historical department of 
Iowa at Des Moines during the period under discussion is Down- 
ing's civil war diary (vi, 325 p.), edited by Olynthus B. Clark. 
This diary was kept by Sergeant Alexander G. Downing of 
company E, eleventh Iowa infantry, and presents an excellent 
view of many important campaigns of the war from the stand- 
point of the soldier in the ranks. The quarterly periodical called 
Annals of Iowa has been indefinitely discontinued. 

The following contributions are to be found in the pages of the 
Missouri historical review, published at Columbia by the state 
historical society of Missouri : "Letters of Carl Schurz, B. Gratz 
Brown, James S. Bollins, G. G. Vest et al., Missourians, from the 
private papers and correspondence of Senator James Rood Doo- 
little of "Wisconsin," contributed by Duane Mowry; "Howard 
county has two centennial celebrations," by Walter Ridgway; 
' ' Letters of Edward Bates and the Blairs, ' ' contributed by Duane 
Mowry; "Missouri's centennial celebration," "How Missouri 
counties, towns, and streams were named," by David W. Eaton; 
"Missouri's centennial," by Walter B. Stevens; "Missouri and 
the Santa Fe trade," by F. F. Stephens; "Missourians abroad: 
Major General John J. Pershing," by Ivan H. Epperson; "A 
state flower for Missouri," by Marie L. Goodman; and "Adair 
county historical society," by E. M. Violette. 
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A handsome volume published by the Missouri historical soci- 
ety located in St. Louis is one entitled Three years among the In- 
dians and Mexicans (316 p.), and edited with notes and bio- 
graphical sketches by Walter B. Douglas. It is a reprint of a 
book by General Thomas James of Monroe county, Illinois, orig- 
inally published in 1846. The first two chapters have a bearing 
on the history of this region in that they deal with the author's 
experiences in the fur trade on the upper Missouri river in 1809 
and 1810. 

The only publication of the Kansas state historical society 
during the period under review is the Twentieth biennial report 
of the board of directors for the two years ending June 30, 1916. 
In addition to the report, the pamphlet contains the proceedings 
at the annual meetings of the society in 1915 and 1916, and a 
comprehensive "History of Kansas newspapers," compiled by 
William E. Connelley. 

Volume XVIII of the Collections of the Nebraska state his- 
torical society has just been issued, but failed to reach the writer 
in time for further mention in this article. The state depart- 
ment of history of South Dakota has not issued any publications 
during the past year. The state historical society of North Da- 
kota published a Bulletin containing an illustrated description 
of the museum and library of the society at Bismarck. 

The Montana historical and miscellaneous library at Helena 
has recently issued volume eight of the Contributions to the his- 
torical society of Montana (376 p.). 2 It contains the following 
papers: "Partial sketch of the civil and military service of 
Major Martin Maginnis," "Wilbur Fisk Sanders," by A. K. 
McClure; "Diary of Colonel Samuel Word," "Holding up a ter- 
ritorial legislature," by Martin Barrett; "Montana's pioneer 
courts," by W. Y. Pemberton; "Pioneer lumbering in Mon- 
tana," by A. M. Holter; "Capt. Townsend's battle on the Pow- 
der river," by David B. Weaver; "Montana's early history," 
by Mrs. W. J. Beall; "My trip on the Imperial in 1867," by 
John Napton; "Boundary survey between Montana and Da- 
kota," by William Crenshaw; "Changing the name of Edgerton 
county," by W. Y. Pemberton; and "Trip through the Eocky 

* To be reviewed later. 
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mountains," by A. G-. Brackett. Nearly one-half the book 
is occupied with portions of the "Bradley manuscript." 

In listing the publications of historical societies mention 
should be made of a number of articles bearing on the history 
of this region which have appeared in publications of societies 
and associations outside of the trans-Mississippi northwest. In 
the Mississippi Valley Histoeical Review there have been the 
following articles on subjects entirely within this field: "Addi- 
tional notes on the Verendrye enigmas," by Doane Robinson, 
Charles E. DeLand, and Orin G-. Libby; 8 and "The separation 
of Nebraska and Kansas from the Indian territory," by Roy 
Gittinger.* Other articles which touch the field incidentally are : 
"Effects of secession upon the commerce of the Mississippi val- 
ley, " by E. Merton Coulter ; 5 " Southern railroads and western 
trade, 1840-1850," by R. S. Cotterill ; 6 " Settlement and develop- 
ment of the lead and zinc mining region of the driftless area 
with special reference to Jo Daviess county, Illinois," by B. H. 
Schockel ; 7 and ' ' Spanish influence in the west during the Amer- 
ican revolution," by James A. James. 8 Among the notes and 
documents are some "Notes on the discovery of gold in the 
northwest," by P. C. Phillips and H. A. Trexler. 9 

The only paper in the Proceedings of the Mississippi valley 
historical association for 1915-1916 which comes within the scope 
of this review is the address by Dunbar Rowland on "The Mis- 
sissippi valley in American history. ' ' Other papers read at the 
meetings which contain data concerning the history of this re- 
gion are printed only by title, having been printed in full in 
various other publications. 

"The cow country," by Frederic L. Paxson; and "The north- 
ern railroads, April, 1861," by Carl R. Fish, are two articles 
which have appeared during the past year in the American his- 
torical review which have a bearing, direct or incidental, on the 
field covered by this paper. Among the documents will be found 

s Ante, 3: 143-161, 368-400. 

*Ante, 3: 442-462. 

»Ante, 3: 275-301. 

«Ante, 3: 427-442. 

t Ante, 4: 169-193. 

*Ante, 4: 193-209. 

a Ante, 4: 89-98. 
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the proceedings of "The senate debate on the Breckinridge bill 
for the government of Louisiana, 1804," edited by Everett S. 
Brown. There is also a communication from James Mooney 
in reply to some criticisms of his review of Grinnell's The fight- 
ing Cheyennes. 

Among the papers in volume one of the Annual report of the 
American historical association for 1914, which has been dis- 
tributed within the past year, are the following: "The genesis 
of the Kansas-Nebraska act," by P. Orman Ray; and "Prin- 
ciples of classification for archives," by Ethel Virtue, describ- 
ing the system in use in the archives of Iowa. There is also "A 
preliminary survey of the more important archives of the terri- 
tory and state of Minnesota," by Herbert A. Kellar. 

A volume in the series of Original narratives of early Amer- 
ican history, published by Charles Scribner's sons, under the 
auspices of the American historical association, is one entitled 
Early narratives of the northwest, 1634-1699, (xiv, 382 p.), ed- 
ited by Louise Phelps Kellogg. 10 The volume contains the orig- 
inal narratives of several early French explorations in the Mis- 
sissippi valley. "The Minnesota history teachers' syllabus," 
by C. B. Kuhlmann, is a contribution in the History teacher's 
magazine. 

A volume on the Economic history of Wisconsin during the 
civil war decade (414 p.), by Frederick Merk," published by the 
state historical society of Wisconsin, contains considerable ma- 
terial concerning the history of Minnesota, Iowa, and Missouri 
during the same period. In the Proceedings of the same society 
at the annual meeting held in October, 1916, 12 there will be found 
among others the following papers: "New light on the career 
of Captain Nathaniel Pryor," by Joseph B. Thoburn; and "The 
dream of a northwestern confederacy," by William C. Cochran. 

Among the articles in the Journal of the Illinois state his- 
torical society is a brief sketch by Orrin S. Holt of the career 
of Russell Farnham, who was also a prominent figure in the fur 
trade on the west side of the Mississippi river during the early 
days. A discussion of the "Origin of the various names of the 
Mississippi river," by P. T. Thompson, appears in the Publica- 

io Eeviewed in this number, 
ii Eeviewed in this number. 
1* To be reviewed later. 
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tions of the Louisiana historical society. Volume xvi of the 
Jahrbuch of the German- American historical society of Illinois 
contains, among others, an article on "The German element in 
the state of Colorado," "by Mildred S. MacArthur. 13 Special 
mention should be made of the Official letter boohs of W. G. G. 
Claiborne, 1801-1816, 1 * in six volumes, edited by Dunbar Bow- 
land and published for the Mississippi history commission. 

OTHEB HISTORICAL PUBLICATIONS 

A considerable number of publications, other than those of 
historical societies, contain data of more or less importance 
bearing on the history of this region. The following books may 
be mentioned : A boy on the plains and in the Rockies and other 
stories, by William A. Greer (Boston) ; Journal of the suffer- 
ings and hardships of Capt. Parker H. French's overland ex- 
pedition to California, 1850, by W. Miles (New York, 26 p.) ; 
The Ashley-Smith explorations and discovery of a central route 
to the Pacific, 1822-1829, by Harrison C. Dale (Cleveland) ; Buf- 
falo Bill's own story of his life and deeds, by William E. Cody 
(Chicago) ; A soldier-doctor of our army, James P. Kimball, late 
colonel and assistant surgeon-general, U. S. army, by Maria B. 
Kimball (Boston, 192 p.) ; 15 Land tenure in the United States, 
by C. L. Stewart (Urbana, 111., 135 p.) ; l6 A history of the Aus- 
tralian ballot system in the United States, by Eldon C. Evans 
(Chicago, 102 p.); 17 The commerce of Louisiana during the 
French regime, 1699-1763, by N. M. Miller Surrey (New York, 
476 p.) ; 18 Household manufactures in the United States, 1640- 
1860; a study in industrial history, by Bolla M. Tryon (Chicago, 
xii, 413 p.) ; 19 History of transportation in the United States be- 
fore 1860, by B. H. Meyer, Caroline E. MacGill, and others 
(Washington, D. C. ) ; 20 Mine taxation in the United States, by 
Lewis E. Young (Urbana, 111., 275 p.) ; 21 Galusha A. Grow, father 

is Reviewed ante, 4: 265. 

14 To be reviewed later. 

15 Reviewed ante, 4: 255. 
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1 9 Reviewed in this number. 

20 To be reviewed later. 
2i To be reviewed later. 



352 Dan E.Clark m.v.h.e. 

of the homestead law, by Gertrude S. Mathews (Boston, 305 p.) ; 22 
Birth of Mormonism, by John Q. Adams (Boston, 106 p.) ; 23 and 
David Thompson's narrative of his explorations in North Amer- 
ica, 1784-1812, edited by J. B. Tyrell (Toronto, xcviii, 582 p.). 

From their titles it would appear that the following doctoral 
dissertations (in addition to many of those noted in the writer's 
survey last year), reported in progress in December, 1916, at 
various American universities, touch this field directly or in- 
directly: "The history of the admission of new states into the 
union," by Lucia von L. Becker (Chicago) ; "The confirmation 
of foreign land titles in the acquired territories of the "United 
States," by T. P. Martin (Harvard); "Social aspects of the 
temperance movement in the United States," by Jane I. Newell 
(Wisconsin) ; "The Norse immigration," by J. 0. Hall; "Legis- 
lative procedure in the several states," by H. W. Dodds (Penn- 
sylvania) ; "The development of suffrage in state governments," 
by K. H. Porter (Chicago) ; "The state governor," by W. W. 
Hollingsworth (California); "State administrative control of 
municipal administration in the United States," by J. B. Doug- 
las (California) ; "The woollen industry in the Mississippi val- 
ley prior to the introduction of the factory system," by H. H. 
Bass (Harvard) ; "History of manufacturing," by F. G. Craw- 
ford (Wisconsin); "The development of prairie agriculture," 
by F. L. Cummings (Chicago); "History of the meat-packing 
industry in the United States," by E. H. Hahne (Harvard); 
"Federal and state regulation of the issue of railroad securi- 
ties," by Mary L. Barron (Pennsylvania); "Outline develop- 
ment of state constitutions from 1776 to 1851," by G. V. Bur- 
roughs (Chicago) ; "The constitutional history of the Louisiana 
purchase, 1803-1812," by E. S. Brown (California); "Social 
movements, 1825-1860," by Florence Robinson (Wisconsin) ; 
"The public lands in the thirties," by Marie P. Dickore (Wis- 
consin) ; "Economic aspects of the campaign of 1860," by G. R. 
Bedenkapp (Columbia) ; "Recruiting during the civil war," by 
Osborne E. Hooley (Wisconsin) ; "The period of suspension of 
specie payments in the United States, 1862-1879," by F. D. Gra- 
ham (Harvard) ; "The liberal republican movement," by E. D. 

22 Eeviewed ante, 4: 252. 

23 Beviewed ante, 4: 107. 
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Ross (Cornell) ; "The mugwumps in the campaign of 1884," by 
H. K. Murphy (Wisconsin); "The history of the independent 
movements in the principal cities of the United States," by 0. C. 
Kochenderfer (Cornell) ; "New England's influence on educa- 
tion and religion in the west, 1815-1860," by C. B. Groodykoontz 
(Harvard); "Organized railroad-booming in the Mississippi 
valley, 1837-1857," by R. S. Cotterill (Wisconsin) ; "The Men- 
nonites of Kansas," by H. E. Jensen (Chicago) ; and "The his- 
tory of Protestant missions to the Sioux and Chippewa In- 
dians," by L. F. Jackson (Harvard). 

The following articles which have appeared in periodicals may 
be listed : ' ' The veto power of the state governor, ' ' by John A. 
Fairlie, in the American political science review, August, 1917 ; 
"The use of private tokens for money in the United States," by 
B. W. Barnard, in the Quarterly journal of economics, August, 
1917; "The private coinage of gold tokens in the south and 
west, " by B. W. Barnard, in the South atlantic quarterly, April, 
1917; "Manuel Lisa," by Cardinal Goodwin, in Overland, Feb- 
ruary, 1917; "Famous pony express riders," by R. N. Reeves, 
in Overland, December, 1916; "Tragedy of the Donner party," 
by Alice Stevens, in Overland, January, 1917; "Pathfinders of 
'49," by Mrs. A. Irby, in Overland, February, 1917; "Path of 
Hennepin," by Randolph Edgar, in the Bellman, January, 1917; 
"Our preparations for the war with Mexico, 1846-1848," by Jus- 
tin H. Smith, in the Military historian and economist, January, 
1917; "A chapter from the Doniphan expedition of 1847," by 
John T. Hughes, in the Journal of the United States cavalry 
association, January, 1917; and "History of the church of Jesus 
Christ of latter day saints," by Heman C. Smith, in the Journal 
of American history, July, 1916. 

Some data concerning the Indian tribes which lived in this 
region may be found in the following books which have come to 
the writer's notice: Taming the Sioux, by F. Fiske (Bismarck, 
North Dakota, 186 p.) ; 2 * Poems from Sioux and Chippewa 
songs, by Frances Densmore (Washington, D. C, 23 p.) ; Myths 
and legends of the Sioux, by Mrs. M. L. McLaughlin (Bismarck, 
North Dakota, 200 p.) ; An old Kansas Indian town on the Mis- 
souri, by G-. A. Chandler (Plymouth, Iowa) ; and Stone imple- 

2* To be reviewed later. 
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ments used by Indians in the United States and Canada, by War- 
ren K. Moorehead (Andover, Mass., 448 p.). 25 

In the October-December, 1916, number of the American an- 
thropologist there is an article on "Indian trap pits along the 
Missouri," by A. Hrdlicka. The July-September, 1916, number 
of the Journal of American folk-lore contains, among others, 
two articles by Alanson Skinner, on "European tales from the 
plains Ojibwa," and "Plains Cree tales." Several articles of 
interest, written from the Indians' viewpoint, may be found in 
the American Indian magazine. 

About the usual amount of material on the history of the vari- 
ous states of this section has been published during the year 
under review, with the exception that the last few months have 
witnessed an appreciable but natural lessening of interest in 
purely local history as reflected in the number of reminiscences 
and recollections published in newspapers, at a time when the 
war is the all-absorbing topic of discussion. The county history 
field seems to have been pretty well worked ; at least a smaller 
number of county histories have been noted than during preced- 
ing years. No attempt has been made to list newspaper mate- 
rial or county histories, but the reader is referred to notes which 
may be found in the quarterly publications of the historical soci- 
eties of Minnesota, Iowa, and Missouri. 

The following books and pamphlets relating to the history of 
Minnesota may be mentioned: A description of the massacre 
by Sioux Indians in Renville county, Minnesota, August 18-19, 
1862, by Marion P. Satterlee (Minneapolis, 18 p.) ; Visitin' 
round in Minnesota, by Caryl B. Storrs (Minneapolis, 175 p.) ; 
Historical sketch of the Grand Army of the Republic in Minne- 
sota from its organization August 1, 1866, to August 1, 1916, by 
"Watson W. Hall (16 p.) ; Woman suffrage in Minnesota, by Ethel 
E. Hurd (Minneapolis, 52 p.) ; The story of Minnesota, by E. 
Dudley Parsons (New York, 336 p.) ; 26 Our Minnesota; a story 
for children, by Hester M. Pollock (New York, xiii, 373 p.) ; 
Statue of Henry Mower Rice (Washington, 90 p.) ; Janney, 
Semple, Hill S Co., Minneapolis, 1866-1916 (Minneapolis, 62 p.) ; 
A half century of progress; Walnut Grove, Minnesota, and vicin- 

25 Reviewed ante, 4 : 242. 
se Reviewed in this number. 
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ity, 1866-1916, by Charles W. Howe (Bedwood Falls, Minnesota, 
56 p.) ; Forty wonderful years; Morgan, Minnesota, and vicinity, 
1876-1916, by Charles W. Howe (Eedwood Falls, 64 p.) ; and 
Howe's souvenir history of Lamberton, Minnesota, by Charles 
W. Howe (Redwood Falls, 98 p.). 

Periodical literature relative to Minnesota history includes 
the following: "Glimpses into early northwestern history — 
early French forts and footprints on the Mississippi," in the 
Western magazine, November, 1916 ; "Wabasha, Minnesota," by 
C. L. Llewellyn, in the Western magazine, November, 1916; 
"The Minnesota historical society, an exposition of the impor- 
tance of its public work," by Franklin F. Holbrook, in the West- 
ern magazine, March, 1917 ; a biographical sketch of Alexander 
Eamsey, by Eeturn I. Holcombe, in the Western magazine, 
April, 1917; and "St. Paul, Red river, and York factory," by 
Aubrey Fullerton, in the Bellman, June, 1917. 

Contributions to the literature of Iowa history are to be noted 
in the following publications: Early days at Council Bluffs, by 
Charles H. Babbitt (Washington, D. C, 96 p.) ; On the campus, 
by Thomas H. Macbride (Cedar Rapids, 262 p.) ; Iowa stories: 
booh one, by Clarence R. Aurner (Iowa City, 138 p.) ; Recollec- 
tions and sketches of notable lawyers and public men of early 
Iowa, by Edward H. Stiles (Des Moines, 988 p.) ; Iowa manual 
of legislative procedure, edited by Benjamin F. Shambaugh 
(Des Moines, 223 p.) ; Six prophets out of the middle west, by 
Frank L. Mott (Grand Junction, Iowa) ; Lest we forget — Annie 
Wittenmyer, by Lucy S. Stewart (Evanston, Illinois, 8 p.) ; The 
W J McGee memorial meeting (Baltimore, 121 p.) ; Iowa troops 
in Mexican border service 1916-1917, by Dick Dreyer (Iowa 
City) ; and Potowonok: an historical sketch of Fort Madison, in 
verse, by Earle S. Smith (Fort Madison). 

In the pages of the Journal of history, published at Lamoni, 
Iowa, by the Reorganized church of Jesus Christ of latter day 
saints, there have appeared the following articles, among others : 
"The great handcart train from Iowa City to Salt Lake City," 
by Frederick Hansen; "The Mormons," by Alexander Majors; 
"Pioneer trails across Iowa," and a brief history of Lamoni, by 
Heman C. Smith. "A cycle of stories on Iowa history," by 
Grace Shellenberger, may be found in the July-September, 1916, 
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number of the Iowa library quarterly, where there is also a 
paper on "Literary Iowa," by Johnson Brigham; while in the 
January-March number John T. Frederick discusses "Iowa's 
contribution to middle western literature." Articles of some 
historical value which appear in volume xxv of the Iowa geolog- 
ical survey are: "The pleistocene history of Iowa river valley 
north and west of Iowa City," by M. M. Leighton; and "Phys- 
ical features and geologic history of Des Moines valley," by 
James H. Lees. The Proceedings of the Iowa state bar associa- 
tion for 1916 contains biographical sketches of a number of Iowa 
lawyers who died during the preceding year. 

Beginning in the January number of The midland: a magazine 
of the middle west, published at Iowa City, there is a series of 
poems by Edwin Ford Piper entitled "Barbed wire and other 
poems," depicting incidents in the lives of the early settlers in 
this western country. In the February number Nelson A. Craw- 
ford relates some Indian legends under the heading of "The 
golden dawn time." The January and February numbers of 
The educational digest, published at Anamosa, contain the fol- 
lowing historical articles : "A sketch of an old log school house 
boy," by Tacitus Hussey ; "Lenox college, the old and the new," 
by Arthur H. McKechnie; "Old Denmark academy," by John 
Barnes ; and an account of the history of the Iowa state teach- 
ers ' association, by Homer H. Seerley. "The uniform sales act 
and its effect upon the Iowa decisions and statutes," by H. C. 
Horack; and "The Webb-Kenyon law and beyond," by D. 0. 
McGovney, are two papers printed in the Iowa law bulletin. 
The Proceedings of the Iowa society of Daughters of the Amer- 
ican Bevolution at the conferences in 1916 and 1917, contain in- 
formation concerning the society's activities along the line of 
the marking of historic sites. 

Books or pamphlets relating to Missouri history include the 
following: The bench and bar of Boone county, Missouri, by 
North Todd Gentry (Columbia) ; and The story of Missouri 
from the earliest times to the present, revised edition, by Perry 
S. Bader (Jefferson City, 219 p.). Doubtless much other mate- 
rial on the history of Missouri has been published during the 
past year, but unfortunately the writer was unable to secure in- 
formation concerning it through the usual channels. The 
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same is true concerning publications bearing on Kansas history. 

Four books containing Nebraska history have been noted: 
Collection of Nebraska pioneer reminiscences, published by the 
Nebraska society of the Daughters of the American Eevolution ; 
Story of Nebraska, by Louise U. Mears (Chicago, 35 p.) ; The 
backbone of Nebraska; wherein is contained many interesting 
matters pertaining to pioneer and more modern days, by Eu- 
gene 0. Mayfield (Omaha, 31 p.) ; and The pageant of Lincoln, 
1917, Nebraska; a semicentennial masque, by Hartley B. Alex- 
ander (Lincoln, 71 p.). 

North Dakota, history and people, is a three volume work by 
Clement A. Lounsberry (Chicago). The Quarterly journal of 
the university of North Dakota contains the following articles 
bearing on the history of that state: "President Sprague's ad- 
ministration of the university of North Dakota," by Homer B. 
Sprague; "Law reform in North Dakota," by Joseph L. Lewin- 
sohn ; and ' ' The geological history of North Dakota, ' ' by Arthur 
G-. Leonard. 

Two other publications touching the history of particular 
states in this field are : The story of Montana, by Kate H. Fo- 
garty (New York, x, 302 p.) ; and Pathbreakers and pioneers of 
the Pueblo region, by Milo L. Whittaker (Pueblo, Colorado, 
160 p.). 

ACQUISITION OF SOUBOE MATEBIALS 

The acquisitions of the Minnesota historical society include 
several thousand papers of the late William H. Houlton, a prom- 
inent business man of Elk Biver for about fifty years ; a num- 
ber of books and papers donated by John B. Sanborn, including 
a manuscript report presented by Father DeSmet to the United 
States commissioners for the negotiation of peace with the Sioux 
Indians in 1868; the minute-book of the Minnesota soldiers' aid 
society from June 6, 1862, to October 6, 1863; a collection of 
papers of Willis A. Gorman, governor of Minnesota territory 
from 1853 to 1857; a number of letters relative to politics re- 
ceived by Mark H. Dunnell in the late seventies and early 
eighties; a record book and other papers of the Clearwater 
guards, a military company of the civil war period ; several hun- 
dred letters and papers of the late Wilford C. Wilson relating 
chiefly to the eleventh Minnesota volunteer infantry; two vol- 
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umes of business accounts formerly the property of John Mc- 
Kusick of Stillwater ; and three volumes of records of the office 
of surveyor general of logs and lumber for the first district. 

The state historical society of Iowa at Iowa City has come into 
possession of some valuable papers of Leonard F. Parker, 
who played a prominent part in the educational history of 
Iowa ; and some miscellaneous papers relative to the Mechanics ' 
academy, an early Iowa City institution. The society has re- 
cently installed additional steel vaults for the storage and pres- 
ervation of manuscripts. 

The most notable acquisition of the historical department of 
Iowa at Des Moines is a large collection of the papers of the late 
William B. Allison. The work of arranging and classifying the 
papers of John F. Lacey has been completed. The work on the 
state archives is progressing satisfactorily, and each year more 
and more of this material is made accessible to the investigator. 

The state historical society of Missouri at Columbia has ac- 
quired four hundred volumes of central Missouri newspapers, 
covering the years from 1850 to 1899, from the Edmund Burke 
estate; and eighty volumes of Cass and Bates county news- 
papers. 

The acquisitions of the Missouri historical society of St. Louis 
include a log book of the American fur company, containing 
records of the annual voyages made from St. Louis to the head- 
waters of the Missouri river during the years 1841-1847 ; manu- 
scripts relating to Kaskaskia and Cahokia, 1778-1798; manu- 
scripts relating to the civil war and the Spanish- American war ; 
the records of Company A, an early military organization in St. 
Louis ; photographic copies of manuscripts in the archives of the 
Indies, Seville, 1768-1791, and a number of early Kentucky and 
Pennsylvania newspapers. 

The personal letters and papers of the late Samuel Maxwell, 
Samuel Chapman, and Bobert W. Furnas, which have been in 
the possession of the Nebraska state historical society for some 
time, are being classified and arranged in such a manner that 
they will be accessible to the historian. 

The department of history of South Dakota has acquired 
copies of a Fort Pierre journal and some Fort Pierre letter- 
books; and the diary of George W. Dowd, a private in the tenth 
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Minnesota cavalry, during the Indian war in Dakota in 1863- 
1865. 

Each of the societies has. of course made many important addi- 
tions to its collection of printed source materials in the form of 
public documents, diaries, records, descriptions of travel, and 
the like. 

As was noted last year the historical societies of Minnesota 
and Iowa are cooperating with several other societies in the 
work of calendaring the materials in the archives at Washing- 
ton, D. C, relating to the history of the upper Mississippi valley. 
Each society has received a card calendar, and arrangements 
have been made whereby photostatic copies of the papers and 
documents may be secured by each institution. The work will 
be continued indefinitely, so that in time it will be possible to 
know what materials may be found in the archives at "Washing- 
ton relative to the history of each particular state participating 
in the enterprise. 

CELEBRATIONS, PAGEANTS, AND THE MARKING OF HISTORIC SITES 

Historical pageants, celebrations of important anniversaries 
in state and local history, the marking of historic sites, and the 
erection of monuments in memory of prominent citizens are year 
by year becoming more popular in the region under review. An 
historical pageant was staged in Laird athletic park at North- 
field, Minnesota, by Carleton college on October 14, 1916 ; while 
a pageant depicting the development of agriculture was por- 
formed in the stadium at Anoka, Minnesota, on August 18 and 
19, 1916. On August 22, 1916, at the Fort Eidgely state park, 
occurred a celebration of the fifty-fourth anniversary of the 
battle of Fort Eidgely. The organization known as the Native 
Sons of Minnesota observed the sixty-eighth anniversary of the 
establishment of Minnesota territory on March 3, 1917. 

The Minnesota legislature at this year's session authorized 
the appointment of a committee to investigate the feasibility of 
constructing a highway from "West St. Paul along the Missis- 
sippi river to Mendota, to be known as the General Sibley me- 
morial highway, in honor of Henry H. Sibley. Late in Septem- 
ber, 1916, occurred the dedicatory exercises of the monuments 
erected by the state in memory of Minnesota soldiers who lost 
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their lives in the civil war and who are buried in the national 
cemeteries at Little Rock, Memphis, and Andersonville. On 
September 20, 1916, there was unveiled a boulder which marks 
the site of a stockade built by the early settlers of Sauk Centre, 
Minnesota, during the Indian uprising of 1862-1863. 

Iowa Day was observed in the public schools and the state 
educational institutions with appropriate exercises on October 
20, 1916. The seventieth anniversary of the admission of the 
state into the union was widely noted in the newspapers. An 
historical pageant entitled "Louisiana" was performed at 
Knoxville, Iowa, on May 3 and 4, 1917. 

An effort is being made to secure funds with which to erect a 
monument near Story City, Iowa, on the spot where it is said 
once stood the first Norwegian church built west of the Missis- 
sippi river. The marking of the old Mormon trail across Iowa 
has been practically completed under the auspices of the Iowa 
society of the Daughters of the American Eevolution, while local 
chapters have taken an interest in the marking of historic sites 
in their respective communities. The general assembly of Iowa 
at its session early this year passed several laws of interest in 
this connection. The sum of fifty thousand dollars was appro- 
priated for the purpose of fireproofing the old capitol building 
at Iowa City. The Dodge memorial association was authorized 
to solicit funds for the erection of a monument to the late Gren- 
ville M. Dodge at Council Bluffs. According to another law, 
the soldiers' monument on the capitol grounds at Des Moines 
will remain in its present location, while a new site will be 
chosen for the Allison monument. 

Plans for the celebration of the centennial of Missouri's ad- 
mission into the union are progressing satisfactorily and the co- 
operation of people in all parts of the state is being enlisted. 
The seventy-fifth anniversary of the formation of Adair county, 
Missouri, was observed at Kirksville early in November. A 
number of centennial celebrations have been held by the various 
conferences of the Methodist Episcopal church in Missouri. 
The Baptists and Presbyterians have also celebrated centennials 
in a number of communities. Moberly celebrated its semicen- 
tennial on September 27, 1916. The golden jubilee of the Mis- 
souri press association was held at Kansas City about the middle 
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of September, 1916. The Francois Duquette monument has 
been restored during the past year. 

The semicentennial of admission into the union was properly 
celebrated by Nebraska. The exact date of the anniversary, 
March 1, was observed by the legislature and the public schools. 
At the Aksarben festival in Omaha in October there was pre- 
sented a pageant of Nebraska history, under the direction of 
Mr. John L. Webster, at that time president of the Nebraska 
state historical society. President and Mrs. "Wilson were guests 
of Omaha on this occasion. The main feature of the celebration 
occurred at Lincoln on June 12-14 under the direction of the 
state historical society, the state university, and the Lincoln 
commercial club. The historical society arranged an historical 
exhibit in the city auditorium which was visited by thousands of 
people. Moving pictures and lantern slides depicting episodes 
in Nebraska history were shown. Lectures were given after- 
noon and evening by the superintendent of the society, Mr. A. E. 
Sheldon. The most interesting phase of the three days' cele- 
bration was a pageant entitled "Nebraska: a semicentennial 
masque. ' ' 

The marking of the Oregon trail in Nebraska will be con- 
tinued as rapidly as appropriations for that purpose will allow. 
In this work the Nebraska state historical society cooperates 
with the various patriotic societies of the state. 

Due largely to the activities of Mr. F. H. Garver of the state 
normal school at Dillon, much interest in the marking of historic 
sites has been aroused in Montana. The Mullen trail, a famous 
government wagon road running from old Fort Benton, Mon- 
tana, to "Walla "Walla, "Washington, has recently been marked at 
eight different places by monuments about twelve feet in height 
and costing from $1500 to $2000 each. A monument has been 
erected at Goodcreek to mark the spot where gold was first dis- 
covered in Montana. Nine markers, some temporary and some 
permanent, have been placed along the route of the Custer ex- 
pedition and the Bozeman expedition of 1874. About twenty 
camps and several battlefields along these routes have been 
identified. 

Dan Elbert Clark 
State Historical Society of Iowa 
Iowa City 



